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The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of our Baptism.

O Lord, *+ open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Unto us a child is born! Alleluia!
Unto us a son is given! Alleluia!

Today the just exult and say,
Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia!

7’em'te : O GCome

O come, let us sing unto the Lord,;

let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving
and raise our joyful praise to God with psalms.

For our God is a great God

and a ruler great above all gods.

In God’s hand are all the depths of the earth,
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is our God’s for God made it,
and God’s hands prepared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and fall down,
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For God is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

Silence for reflection

The Werd

Hearing the Word is followed by a time for reflection and meditation.



SFor unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given;

authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

"His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore. Isaiah 9:6-7

Tn the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” *When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; *and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

%¢And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. ®Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” "When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. '"When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 'On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. ?And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
left for their own country by another road. Matthew 2:1-12

gogaef (Cantz'cfe.’ The Benedictus, the Song of Zachariah is read responsively

Blessed are you, Adonai, God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set us free.
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.

Through your holy prophets, you promised of old
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us,
to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy covenant.

This was the oath you swore to our ancestors Sarah and Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,

holy and righteous in your sight, all the days of our lives.



In the tender compassion of our God

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning
and will be forever, world without end. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

We join in prayers of intercession and thanksgiving. A time of silence follows each petition
for our own prayers. The prayers conclude with the Morning Collect and the Lord’s Prayer.

Holy Jesus, you became truly human, and were laid in a humble manger. You show the
Father’s love for us and how God longs for the healing of the world. Bring us to know
God’s healing grace for us and for creation. Amen.

Light Incarnate, by the bright light of a star you were revealed to the nations. Let the light
of your love always shine in our hearts, revealing You to the world as the promised
Saviour. Amen.

Holy Child, when Herod sought your life, Joseph carried you and your blessed Mother to
safety. Convict and reform the hearts of those who exploit and oppress the vulnerable.
Raise up hearts and hands like Joseph’s to lead the oppressed to safety and peace, and
work for justice. Amen.

Jesus, as you healed the sick, bring healing to those who long for wellness, wholeness and
peace. We bring the names and situations to your healing mercy, and lay them before you
in this time of silence.... + Silence + Shine upon us with healing light, we pray! Amen.

We join our hearts in prayer because we long for you to come to us, to save us, to comfort us,
to bring us peace. As we approach the day when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, we grow in
our awareness that we need you. We bring our grief, our pains, our disappointments, our
fears and the chaos of our world, and we lay all that before you in this time of worship. As
Jesus embodied your love for the world and became “God-with-us,” so now we pray that you
would enter into our lives again. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Adapted from the Longest Night service developed by the Mennonite Church Canada. Posted by permission of the author.
Permission to reproduce and distribute is granted.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us
with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we
do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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May the God of the angels, who heralded Christ's birth, bring joy to our hearts this day and
always. Amen

May the God of love, who gave his only Son to be born for us, fill our lives with love and peace.
Amen

May Emmanuel, God with us, be with you in all your doings and all your celebrations, until he
brings you into his eternal kingdom. Amen

And may almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.



