The 142 Sunday after Pentecost, Lectionary 22

August 30, 2026 Worship at 9:30 a.m.
Gathering

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the delight of his
heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives
in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not
repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our
suffering world.

A warm welcome whether you are joining us in-house or by social media. Our prayer is that worship today will
be a blessing as we sing and pray and hear God’s Word together. We welcome you to the Lord’s Table this
morning. Christ Church is a family of faith deeply rooted in our upper Bucks communities, supporting one
another in faith, working together to serve God.

Our worship order is contained in this booklet. The people's parts are indicated by bold type. The red hardback
hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is our main worship resource for hymns and song. You can find hymns
in the second half of the book and are numbered at the top of each hymn. We will celebrate Holy Communion
today — all are welcome, and directions are included after the invitation to the Table. If you have trouble
coming forward, or need gluten free bread and wine, there are element cups near the door for you to use.
Occasionally, worship may veer from the printed bulletin — just follow the Spirit!

Changes and additions to the prayer list are published every Sunday in the announcements. Please share your
prayer concern with Pastor, or Cindy Carper, if you would like it included on the prayer list. Please take this
weekly resource home with you — use it to take notes, jot down reminders, pray, remember dates. You can call
(215.766.8730) or email (christpipersville@gmail.com) for prayer needs. In an emergency, please call the
parsonage at 267-362-8129.

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE PRELUDE: time for prayer and preparation.

Please stand in body or spirit.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God,
Blessed be God forever, Amen.

Called by the Holy Spirit and seeking God’s abundant grace,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

our sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW #513, LISTEN GOD IS CALLING
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Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922

Music: NENO LAKE MUNGU, Tanzanian tune; arr. Austin C. Lovelace, b. 1919
Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Arr. © 1968 Austin C. Lovelace, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

The grace of the risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Silence. The Prayer of the Day is offered as we join in our hearts. The prayer concludes:

Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

. our



Word

THE FIRST LESSON is from Jeremiah, the 15" chapter. (Jer. 15:15-21)

150 Lord, you know; remember me and visit me,

and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;

know that on your account I suffer insult.
16y our words were found, and I ate them,

and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts.
171 did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,

for you had filled me with indignation.
¥ Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable,

refusing to be healed?

Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,

like waters that fail.
1 Therefore thus says the Lord:

If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,

you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.
20 And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,

but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you

to save you and deliver you, says the Lord.
21T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked

and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

+ Silence +

PSALM 26 is read responsively.
! Give judgment for me,
O Lord, for I have lived with integrity;
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.
2Test me, O Lord, and try me;
examine my heart and my mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
I have walked faithfully with you.
“1 have not sat with the worthless,
nor do I consort with the deceitful.
3T have hated the company of evildoers;
I will not sit down with the wicked.
T will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord,
that I may go in procession round your altar,
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides. Amen.



THE SECOND READING is from Romans, the 12" chapter. (Romans 12:9-21)

? Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '° love one another with mutual affection;
outdo one another in showing honor. '! Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. !> Rejoice in hope;
be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. '* Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to
strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. !> Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with
those who weep. '® Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not
claim to be wiser than you are. !’ Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the
sight of all. ' If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. ' Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the
Lord.” 2° Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for
by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 2! Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good. The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Silence, then, please stand, in body or spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #174
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THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Matthew, the 16™ chapter. (Matthew 16:21-28)

Glory to you, O Lord.
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that

he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and
be killed and on the third day be raised. 2 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God
forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” ?*> But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You
are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. ?° For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will
they give in return for their life?

27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone
for what has been done. 2 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” The Gospel of our Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ!

The Alleluia Repeats.

Please be seated.
TEACHING THE WORD (SERMON)



THE HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #712, LORD, WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press

Empowered by the Spirit and trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for a world in need.

A brief silence. We offer our prayers for the church, our community, neighbors and nation. Each petition
concludes: ‘...in your mercy, Hear our prayer’. A time to offer our own petitions aloud or in silence follows the
invitation °...for what else shall we pray’. The prayers conclude:

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through
Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Meal

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
We greet one another in peace saying, “Peace be with you” or similar words.
Feel free to step out of your pew! Following the peace, please be seated.

OFFERTORY, AS WE GATHER OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS / ANTHEM
We offer our love, obedience and lives in thanksgiving as a response to God'’s gifts and mercies.
In-House the offering is collected. If you are worshipping remotely, tithes and offerings may be
gathered and given by mail, given online at christpipersville.org or using the OR code.




OFFERTORY RESPONSE Please stand in body or spirit.
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Creating God: The fields and forest, sea and sky are the work of your hands
and we are blessed by their bounty.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. =~ We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right and a joyful thing to give you thanks O God...
Pastor offers the Eucharistic prayer, we join in our hearts. The prayer concludes:

...as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

AGNUS DEI: O LAMB OF GOD
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you suf -fered death our lives to save: have mer - cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer - cy now, we  pray.
e - ter - nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we  pray.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
These are the gifts of God for the people of God - come to the Table,
for all is now ready. We shall come with joy, alleluia, amen!

Please be seated.

We believe Jesus Christ is truly present in the forms of bread and wine. You are welcome-this is the Lord’s Table
and He invites you! If you have taken an elements cup and prefer to commune where you are seated, please
commune at any time after the invitation. The elements are offered with the words: ‘The Body of Christ given for
you” and “The Blood of Christ shed for you”. The recipient may respond “Amen”.

Those online are communed, then the musicians. The congregation follows by the organ side, then the pulpit side.
Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the Host from Pastor. Then move towards the side aisle to
receive the Wine by intinction, dipping the Host into the cup, and returning to the pew by the side aisle. Take your
time — be in prayer, sing, pray as you come to the Table. The hymn during communion is ACS 981, All Who are
Thirsty.
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Text: Brian Wentzel, b. 1979
Music: ALL WHO ARE THIRSTY, Brian Wentzel
Text and music © 2014 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved.

Used by permission.

When all have communed the Table is cleared. Please stand at Pastor’s invitation.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. a brief silence
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please be seated for Mission & Ministry Announcements.

Sending

Please stand in body or spirit at Pastor’s invitation.



THE BENEDICTION

The Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.

Amen.

OUR SENDING SONG is hymn ELW #502, THE KING OF LOVE
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gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

‘Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: S1. CoLumBa, Irish tune

THE DISMISSAL

Go in peace, serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

THE POSTLUDE

6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may [ sing thy praise
within thy house forever.
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WORSHIP ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND CREDITS:
The ordo is the traditional liturgy of Holy Communion. ELW is Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
Propers of the Day Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. ‘O Lamb of God’ text © Text: Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951, based on the Agnus
Dei Music: Tune: Land of Rest, Public Domain. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress License, A-F #5429-L.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns not in the public domain reprinted and
streamed by permission in accord with licenses OneLicense #A-711138 and CCLI #1475937.

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIVE-STREAMED WORSHIP can be seen on Facebook Live and Zoom. Watch your email for links to the
live-streamed service and the recorded service to be posted to YouTube and our website
(www.christpipersville.org).

THE AUGUST WEB SITE is sponsored by Amy Zearfoss and Debbie Davis in loving memory of our
beautiful mother Gail Zearfoss.

THE AUGUST BULLETINS are sponsored by Rick and Genya Hopf in thanksgiving for our many blessings
and our prayers for those in war-torn countries.

GREETERS: Rick & Genya Hopf
LECTOR: Kim Campbell
FELLOWSHIP: Rick & Genya Hopf

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS — The prayer list is printed in the newsletter and is posted on the bulletin
board. In addition, please remember Miles (H,R), Phyllis Glasker (H,R), Debbie Ann (H,R), our local schools,
students and staff as they begin a new school year (especially Palisades, Pennridge, Quakertown, Central Bucks,
Ava, Nate, Allie, Gryffyn, Alithia, Maddie, Izzy, Anna, Emeline, Noah, DJ and Cindy) and the family and
friends of Harry Bohlman and the Rev. Dr. Patricia Davenport as they mourn their deaths. Please contact the
church office, 215-766-8730 or e-mail, with any prayer needs. Names will remain on the prayer list for one
month unless a new request is made.

GREETERS: We need volunteers to welcome everyone to worship on Sunday mornings and distribute
bulletins. There’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to select a week that’s convenient for you.

FELLOWSHIP PERIOD hosts are needed. A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board.

LECTORS: Volunteers would be appreciated to read the lessons each Sunday. A sign-up sheet is on the
bulletin board & copies of the lessons are available at least a week in advance.

THE PALISADES AREA CROP HUNGER WALK is scheduled for September 20, 2026. Please see the
flyer on the bulletin board or contact Kim Campbell for more information, to volunteer to walk, or to help with
the event.

BULLETIN/WEB SITE SPONSORS: You may sponsor the Sunday bulletin or the church website in honor
or memory of a loved one and we’ll list your gift in the bulletin as well as social media and our website. The
requested donation is $20/week for the bulletin and $25/month for the website. Sponsorship envelopes and a
sign-up sheet are posted on the bulletin board for your convenience. There are openings for bulletin sponsors in
September.



WE’RE LOOKING FOR Sunday School teachers for our all-in-one class held on the 1% and 2" Sundays of
the month beginning in October. You can sign up on the Sunday School bulletin board at the top of the stairs at
the parking lot entrance doors for one or more Sundays and lessons can be picked up in advance. Please see
Cindy Carper with any questions.

A THANK YOU from Tabor Services: We are so thankful for the donations from the members of your
wonderful church. The buckets of cleaning supplies were distributed to families in need along with two of the
bath towel sets. We also have distributed 7 of the 12 backpacks/supplies so far as welll We are very
appreciative of these donations along with the diapers and $445 of Giant gift cards. They will all be given out to
our Bucks County families who need assistance over the next couple of months. (The full letter is posted on the
bulletin board.)

DID YOU KNOW...Many Thrivent policy holders are eligible to designate "Thrivent Choice Dollars" to a
charity of their choice. Christ Lutheran Church is one of those options. We received $1,337.00 through this
program in 2025 and $1,549.00 to date in 2026.

GIANT GIFT CARDS can be purchased after worship (see Cindy Carper or Kim Szymanowski) or during the
week from the church office. Gift cards are available in $5, $10, $25, $50 & $100 denominations. Checks
should be made payable to Christ Lutheran Church. (Gift cards may not be used to purchase other gift cards.)
Giant gives 5% back to the church for every card purchased. We raised $2,600 in 2025 and $2,200 to date in
2026.

THE LORD’S PANTRY has a continuing need for donations. During the month of September we will be
collecting pasta and sauces, but all types of canned/dry goods are welcome (fruit, juices, tuna, cereal, soup,
condiments, etc.). Donations may be placed in the pantry cabinet by the parking lot doors or contact the church
office to make drop off arrangements. You may also purchase Giant gift cards to be provided to The Lord’s
Pantry.

TABOR HOME SUPPORT — We have an ongoing collection of diapers (any size, except newborn, but sizes
4, 5 & 6 are preferred) for Tabor Home. Diapers may be placed under the coat rack and will be delivered
periodically to Tabor Home.

SIMPLY GIVING is a program that enables you to financially support our ministry easily, securely and
faithfully. You choose the amount and the schedule: weekly, bimonthly, or monthly. You can easily change the
amount or timing. You can be a blessing! Contact the church office with any questions.

The Week of August 30™ at a Glance
Sun. 08/30 The 14" Sunday after Pentecost
9:30AM In-Person and Live-Streamed Worship
10:30AM Fellowship Period
Happy Birthday, Sonja Hadland!
Happy Birthday, Jonathan Ziegler!
Wed. 09/02 11:00AM Ensemble Rehearsal
Thur. 09/03 7:00AM Morning Prayer, 9:00AM Bible Study
Happy Birthday, Phil Szymanowski!
Fri.  09/04 Office Closed, Pastor’s Day Off
Happy Birthday, Jane Reinard!
Sun. 09/06 The 15" Sunday after Pentecost
9:30AM In-Person and Live-Streamed Worship
10:30AM Fellowship Period
Happy Birthday, Jason Swope!
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