The 16t Sunday after Pentecost, Lectionary 24
September 13,2026 Worship at 9:50 a.m.

= e Gathering

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgment of
God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s
boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are
renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

We welcome you, whether you are joining us in-house or by social media. Our prayer is that worship today will
be a blessing as we sing and pray and hear God’s Word together. We welcome you to the Lord’s Table this
morning. Christ Church is a family of faith deeply rooted in our upper Bucks communities, supporting one
another in faith, working together to serve God.

Our worship order is contained in this booklet. The people's parts are indicated by bold type. The red hardback
hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is our main worship resource for hymns and song. You can find hymns
in the second half of the book and are numbered at the top of each hymn. We will celebrate Holy Communion
today — all are welcome, and directions are included after the invitation to the Table. If you have trouble
coming forward, or need gluten free bread and wine, there are element cups near the door for you to use.
Occasionally, worship may veer from the printed bulletin — just follow the Spirit!

Changes and additions to the prayer list are published every Sunday in the announcements. Please share your
prayer concern with Pastor, or Cindy Carper, if you would like it included on the prayer list. Please take this
weekly resource home with you — use it to take notes, jot down reminders, pray, remember dates. You can call
(215.766.8730) or email (christpipersville@gmail.com) for prayer needs. In an emergency, please call the
parsonage at 267-362-8129.

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS / THE PRELUDE

Please stand in body or spirit.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence for reflection
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW #522, As WE GATHER
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know,O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

The grace of the risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE ELW P.148
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -1y One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Silence. The Prayer of the Day is offered as we join in our hearts.

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with
hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

Word

Silence, then, please stand, in body or spirit.

THE FIRST LESSON is from Ezekiel, the 33" chapter (Ez. 33:7-11)

SRealizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and
pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” '6So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father
gave this instruction before he died, !7*Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the
wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. '¥Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said,
“We are here as your slaves.” '’But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? **Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he
is doing today. 2!So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

+ Silence +



PSALM 105 IS READ RESPONSIVELY
'Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits—
3who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;
“who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
Swho satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
®0 LORD, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.
7Y ou made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel.
SLORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
%you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever.
%Y ou have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
HFor as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13As a father has compassion for his children, so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD
Amen.

THE SECOND READING is from Romans, the 14" chapter. (Romans 14:1-12)

"Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. *Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and
those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. “Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for
the Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. *Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat,
eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord
and give thanks to God. "We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. *If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. °For to
this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

%Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 'For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.”

1280 then, each of us will be accountable to God. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Silence, then, please stand, in body or spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #174
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THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Matthew the 18™ chapter Glory to you O Lord. (Mth 18:21-35)

2Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I
forgive? As many as seven times?” *2Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

2“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. 2*When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; *>and, as



he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions,
and payment to be made. 2%So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you everything.” 2’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the

debt. ®But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” ?Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” °But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he would pay the debt. *'When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. *Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. **Should you not have
had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ **And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured
until he would pay his entire debt. >>So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

The Alleluia Repeats. Following, please be seated.

TEACHING THE WORD (SERMON)

THE HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #719, WHERE CROSS THE CROWDED WAYS OF LIFE (NEXT PAGE)
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1  Where cross the crowd-ed ways of life, where sound the
2 In haunts of wretch-ed - ness and need, on shad - owed
3 From ten - der child-hood’s help - less - ness, from hu - man
4 The cup of wa - ter giv’n  for you still holds the
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cries of race and clan, a - bove the noise of
thresh-olds  dark with fears, from paths where hide the
grief and bur - dened toil, from fam - ished souls, from
fresh - ness  of your grace; yet long these mul - t -
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self - ish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man.
lures of greed, we catch the vi - sion of your tears.
sor - row’s  stress, your heart has nev - er known re - coil
tudes to view the strong com - pas - sion in your face.

5 O Master, from the mountainside 6 Till all the world shall learn your love,
make haste to heal these hearts g)f pain; and follow where your feet have trod;
among these restless throngs abide; till glorious from your heav’'n above
oh, tread the city’s streets again; shall come the city of our God.

Text: Frank M. North, 1850-1935, alt.
Music: WaLToN, W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.



We offer our prayers for the church, our community, neighbors and nation. Each petition concludes: °...in your
mercy, Hear our prayer’. A time to offer our own petitions aloud or in silence follows the invitation ‘...for what
else shall we pray’. The prayers conclude:

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Meal
THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
We greet one another in peace saying, “Peace be with you” or similar words.
Feel free to step out of your pew! Following the peace, please be seated.

OFFERTORY, AS WE GATHER OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS / ANTHEM
We offer our love, obedience and lives in thanksgiving as a response to God'’s gifts and mercies.
In-House the offering is collected. If you are worshipping remotely, tithes and offerings may be
gathered and given by mail, given online at christpipersville.org or using the QR code.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE CREATE IN ME ELW P. 186 (HILLERT)

Please stand in body or spirit.
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Creating God: The fields and forest, sea and sky are the work of your hands
and we are blessed by their bounty.

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right and a joyful thing to give you thanks O God...



Pastor offers the Eucharistic prayer,; we join in our hearts. The prayer concludes:
...as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

AGNUS DEI: O LaAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf -fered death our lives to save: have mer - cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer - cy now, we  pray.
e - ter - nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we  pray.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
These are the gifts of God for the people of God - come to the Table,
for all is now ready. We shall come with joy, alleluia, amen!

Please be seated.

We believe Jesus Christ is truly present in the forms of bread and wine. You are welcome-this is the Lord’s Table
and He invites you! If you have taken an elements cup and prefer to commune where you are seated, please
commune at any time after the invitation. The elements are offered with the words: ‘The Body of Christ given for
you” and “The Blood of Christ shed for you”. The recipient may respond “Amen”.

Those online are communed, then the musicians. The congregation follows by the organ side, then the pulpit side.
Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the Host from Pastor. Then move towards the side aisle to
receive the Wine by intinction, dipping the Host into the cup, and returning to the pew by the side aisle. Take your

time — be in prayer, sing, pray as you come to the Table. The hymn during communion is ACS 981, All Who are
Thirsty.



Leader All
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All  who are thirst - vy, come to the wa-ters. All who are hun - gry,

come here and eat. All  who are thirst - vy, come to the wa-ters.
All who are thirst - ¥,
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There’s e - nough for all.

Text: Brian Wentzel, b. 1979
Music: ALL WHO ARE THIRSTY, Brian Wentzel
Text and music © 2014 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved.

Used by permission.

When all have communed the Table is cleared. Please stand in body or spirit at Pastor’s invitation.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. a brief silence
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please be seated for Mission & Ministry Announcements.
Sending
Please stand in body or spirit at Pastor’s invitation.

THE BENEDICTION
The Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
Amen.

OUR SENDING SONG is hymn ELW #836, JOYFUL, JOYFUL (NEXT PAGE)
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a- dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of wun - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE POSTLUDE

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
353 E. Dark Hollow Rd, Pipersville PA 18947
215. 766. 8730 office 267.362. 8129 parsonage

The Rev. Marie L. Caron, pastor
the people of Christ Church, ministers
Mrs. Cindy Carper, Secretary
Mrs. Kimberly Campbell, Council President

WORSHIP ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND CREDITS:
The ordo is the traditional liturgy of Holy Communion. ELW is Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
Propers of the Day Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. ‘O Lamb of God’ text © Text: Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951, based on the Agnus Dei Music: Tune: Land of Rest,
Public Domain. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress License, A-F #5429-L.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns not in the public domain reprinted and streamed by permission in accord with licenses OneLicense #A-
711138 and CCLI #1475937.
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